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Manchester Carers Forum Meeting Minutes

7th November 2011 

Attendees list – please request a copy from MCF which will be sent out to you.

1.  Introductions

Annette Baker welcomed attendees to the meeting and gave information on housekeeping.

2.  Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising

Annette directed attendees to the minutes of the last meeting.  There were no matters arising.  The minutes were proposed and seconded.

3.  Project Manager’s Report

Nat O’Brien gave the report in the absence of Dave Williams.

Nat gave some information about men’s health as he’s taking part in “Movember”.  This is to raise awareness of cancer among men.

Manchester City Council (MCC)

MCC was recently taken to Court in relation to the proposed cuts to social care services.

The action failed, however during proceedings the Council committed that it would not be restricting services to only those deemed to be in ‘severe’ need, as had been feared as part of budget cuts.
MCF Budget

MCF’s budget will be cut in line with the organisation’s own proposed efficiency savings.

This means that MCF will continue to be able to provide services.  It does mean that the organisation will need to look for savings and increase the amount it raises through fundraising.

Other organisations may face more severe funding cuts, others less.  Some organisations may cease to exist.  There continues to be uncertainty around how the cuts will fall across the city.

Conservative Party Conference

MCF had a stand to raise awareness of carers’ issues and the profile of the organisation at the recent conference.  Dave, Simon and Nat met with several minister’s and party activists.

Black Tie Event

This was a successful and enjoyable evening for all attendees.  Over £2,000 was raised to be used to provide breaks for carers.

MCF can give information on where to view photo’s of the event on request.

Parent Carer Network

An information day is being organised on Saturday 19th November.  This will bring together a wide variety of organisations to offer information and workshops for parent carers.
Allotment Project

MCF was successful in winning a public vote and securing lottery funding to development the project and to set-up a further allotment project in Manchester.

Llandudno Trip

This was a successful and enjoyable trip with positive feedback from attendees.

Fundraising

MCF has secured some funding to purchase IT equipment for carers and those that support carers to manage personal budgets.

We are awaiting the result of a ‘Children In Need’ bid to fund activities for young adult carers.

1847 Vegetarian Bistro is continuing to raise money for MCF through the “Dinner & Dosh” scheme.  Already, over £1,000 has been raised through their sterling support.
MCF will be looking for more restaurants to join the scheme.

MFC will soon be organising a ‘Winter Raffle’ and will seek support to sell as many tickets as possible.

Congratulations to Simon Stagg for raising over £84,000 for MCF since he’s been in post!

Changes to Mental Health Services

MCF has information available for anyone that is interested in the proposed changes to mental health services in Manchester.

Comedy Night Tickets

There are applications available for anyone who would like to be entered into a draw to win tickets for a ‘comedy & curry’ night at the Frog and Bucket.  Many thanks to Nat for raising the money for these tickets.

4.  Guest Speakers

Liz Roberts – The Stroke Association
Liz advised on the work of the stroke association in the north-west and the services it offers to stroke survivors, their family and carers.

She advised on the main risk-factors associated with stroke and some of the lifestyle choices that can help to reduce the incidence of stroke.

Judith Baron & Peter Marsh – The Generation Project

The Generation Project offers support to people in east Manchester and Moston.  It provides activities and information to people in the area, mainly focussing on the over – 55’s.

It offers a programme called ‘Take Up Champions’ with the aim of bringing information about local services out to the community and raise awareness of local resources and ways to access them.

Peter Marsh advised on the advocacy service that the Generation Project offers and how to access it if needed.
5.  Updates

MCF has organised a day trip to Skipton on 12th December

6.  AOB

None
